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Texas House Democrats flee the state in bid to block
GOP’s proposed congressional map

ans the lower chamber won't have enough: members prasent {o
e a5 a political power gral,

The lawimakers absence 1
funiction, stalling passage of a draft map Demacrats have conders

BY X&¥La GUOD AND ZLEANGR RLIBANOFY AUG. 3. 2025  UPDATED: @ #M CENTRAL SHARE REPUBLISH

The Bricf, The Texas Tribune's dally newsletter that keeps seaders up to speed

ign up for
on the most essential Tevas news.

ST. CHARLES, ILLINDIS — Texas Demwoeratic lawmakers fled the state Sunday in a
bid to block passage of & mew congressional map designed to give the GOP five
additional seats in the U5 House next vear, raising the stakes in what's poised to he
a national fight over redistricting ahiead of next vears midteny election,

The maneuver, undertaken by most of the Texas House's 62 Democrats, deprives the
Republican-contratled chamber of a guorum — the number of lawmakers needed to
function unvler House rules — ahead of 2 scheduled Maonday vote on the dratt map.
The 15G-member House can only conduct business i at least 100 members are
present, meaning the absence of 51 or more Democrats can bring the Legislhahwre's
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Republican-controlled chamber af a quorum — the number of awimakers needed to
functian under House rules — ahead of ¢ scheduled Mondav vote an the draft niap.
The 150-member House can only conduct business if at least 100 members are
present, meaning the absence of 51 or more Democrats can bring the Legislature’™s
angoing special session to a halt.

“This is not a decision we make Hghtly,

.. \ LATEST FROM THE SERIES
but it is one we make with absolute

moral clasity.” state Rep, Gene W, fedistricting Texas 2025 »
chalr of the House Bemocratic Caucus, Fozas GOP may be hanbing or low Hispadc oot in new map

said in a statement, in which he
accused Gov. Greg Abbott of "using an
intentionally racist map to steal the
vaices of mitlions of Black and Lating
Texans, all to execute a corrupt
political Geal.”

Bow Democratz pressuiad U.S, Rep. Linyd Doggets 1o shep aside for

tie next generatan

vagressivnal districes, Swe Tiow youss

Most House emocrats left Texas Sunday afternoon en route to the Chicago area.
Some also headed to New York to meet with Gov, Kathy Hochul, who has condemned
Texas" mid-decade radistricting effort and entertahwed the idea of retaliating with
new maps in hey state, A third contingent of laswmakers departed for Boston to
attend the National Conference of State Legislatures’ annual legislative sumimit,
atongside seane Senate Dermocrats, secording 1o @ source familiar with the senators’
plans.

T Temar ¥ A SSRMRA Y, B Rty B

The Texas Tribune Festival

Presstted by

JPMorganChase

it was not immediately clear how many Senate Democrats had left the state, and the
cavcus did not indicate any plans to deny goorum in the upper chamber,

There are just over two weeks lett of the Texas Legislature’s special session, during
which Abbott has also asked lawmakers fo take up measures responding to the
deadly July 4 Hill Country floods, stiffer regulations tor consumable hemyps, and
contentious GOP priorities such as cracking down on abortion pilis and the
hathrooms transgender people can use. The prospects for those items, along with the
new redistriciing maps, were immediately thrown in doubt by the Democrals
departure.
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in his statement, Wu said, "As of today, this corrupt speetal session is over”

A% a news conferenve alongside Hlinois Gov, 1B Pritzhker Sundav night, however, Wu
was noncoromdttal aboot Democrats’ long-term plans, telling reporters he wasn't
surs what the caucus’ next steps would be.

b TEXANS NEED TRUTH f
Help us report it

Fall Member Drive starts now!

“We're still taki

¢ this day by day,” he said

Abbott, meanwhile, sent a letter to sach of the departed memb 2 Surwlay

4 if they do
ire. The governor cited a nonbinding 2021 legal opinion from
it would be up to a cowrt {o decide whetl

Ty 281
tawmaker w

13 hia
were 1o decide that the e
peymiited to Gl those sea

slators had vagated thedr offices, Abbott would be
s with appointess of his chouvslr

g, Paxton's opitdon
stated.

RELATED STORY

Benving guorim has been 2 Texas
political strategy since 1878

Dremocrats have excoriated the mid-decade redistricting plan — which was
demanded by President Donald Trump ahead of a potentially difficudt midterm
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Dremocrats have excoriated the mid-decade redistricting plan — which was
demanded by President Donald Trump ahead of a potentially difficalt midterm
election for Republivans — as a political powsr grab that would unconstitutionally
suppress the votes of peapia of color,

But locked out of power ixy the Legislatare, Democrats have fow tools at their
disposal to fight the effort, even as they promised to delav the map’s adoption and ta
use that extra time to educate Texans on what they framed a2 an attack on
SEINGITacy.

Vo Teogs, Dl 2y 89 L0ers, Bavons s,

Preventing a quorum was the nuclear option, coming just before the map was set to
reach the House floor. Republicans advanced the redistricting plan out of a House
comunitiee Saturday morming and later schedsdad it for a floor vote Monday.
Democrats could skip town long enough to run out the clock on the current gession
— which began July 21 and can tast up to 38 days — but Abbott can continme calling
tawinakers back for subseguent sessions.

Texas House voles adopted by Republicans in 2023, after Dewocrats decamped in
2811 ta block naw voting restrictions, impose 3 threat of arrest and a $360-per-day
fine on eack lmemaker who absconds from the state. House rules also prohibit
fawmakers from using their campaign funds to pay the fines, making the
decampnent a potentially expensive move. But Democrats Bave been raising money
in recent weeks in anticipation of the guorun break, and thase ivvalved in the
fundratsing say they have found a way (o circomvent the campaign restrictions,

At Sunday’s news conference, Wo acknowledgad the financial and personal strain
tegislators would face by staving in linois tor a prolonged period. He noted that, as
part-time lawmakers, they eam only $600 a month.

"We're all away fram our families that we've already been away from for six months,”
bie said, referring to the 146-day legisiative session that ended in carly fane. "We've
been away from our jobs. Wa've not earnad a ot of income this entire vear. ... This is
rot ¥ decision that we take lightle”

THe Yeras THEUOE MSnXs 3 S00nadrs, Become ons,
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Amonyg those fundraising 1o support Democrats is Powered by Peaple, a political
group launched by former U.S. Bep. Beto O'Rourke in 2019, The group raised over
$600,000 in 2021, the last time Democrats deprived the House of a quorum, to help

cover the costs associated with staving out of state, and an GRourke spokesperson
confirmed the group is again supporting this vear's effort.

National Denwocrats have offered their support, with U.S. House Minority Leadsy
Hakeem Jefiries, D-New York, visiting Austin fast week t0 sizategize with state
Democrats and vowing to stand with them in trving to bleck the new map.
Demosratic Nationat Copupittee chair ¥en Martin said in 2 statement that the party
would fght alongside Texas Democtats, as well as take sim at Republican-held seats
nationwide in 2026,

Pritzker's invoivement began at a dinner in late June hosted by Oldahoms
Democrats, where he discussed the possibility of helping Texas Democrats fight back
against the redistricting plan with state party chair Kendall Scudder, accordingtoa
source familiar with the [liinols governer's thinking. Pritzker and his team are
helping Texas Democratic lawmakers find lodging and meeting spaces, but the
governor, a potential 2028 presidential candidate and billionaire, is not providing
direct financial supporr, the source said.

Paxton wrote on social media Sunday that Democrats “who try and run away like
epwards should be found, arrested, and brought back to the Capitol immediatsly.”

SOTE. Bawoms sna,

Other Republicans called for House Speaker Dustin Burrows to take aggressive action
apeinst members who wers not present when the chamber gavels in Mondav at 3
pan.

Rep. javed Patterson, R-Frisco, posted on X that be doubted 2H the Demorrats
participating in the quoerum break had .wtualiy teft the state, and said Burrows, R-
Lubbock, shonld send the House sergeant-at-atms or state law enforcernent after
anvons who wasn't on the floor Monday. He aizo suggested that Abbott — whe
eontinis the agenda for spacial sessions — allow hawmakers to redraw the Hines of
state Hoase districts (o penalize absent Demotrals. e i1, R-Plano, ad
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Labbock, should send the House sergeant-at-arms o7 state law enforcement after

anvone who wasn't on the Hoor Monday. He also suggested that Abbott — whe

rontrais the agenda for special sessions — allow Jawnakers to redraw the Hnes of
state House districts to penalize absent Demaocrats. Rep. Jeff Leach, R-Plano, added
that any participating Demncrats who serve gs House compitiee vice chairs should
be stripped of their positions,

On sacial media, the speaker suid if the House lacked a quorum Monday, "all options
will be on the table” He did not elaborate on what those options might be, and his
spakesperson did not respord to 2 raquest for comment. A spokesperson for Abbott
did not respond to a request for comment,

"We're going to do everything we can to protect every single one of them,” Pritzker
said Sunday,

SRR DI

Trump's political operatives had pressurad state leaders to draw Republicans up to
five new seats in Texas to help buffer the GOF's slim majority in the U.S. House
against potential Insses iy a midierm elaction next vear expected to favar Democrats.
The fisst dralt of the map was upveiled Wednesday, targeting Democratic members
arouni Austin, Datlas, Houston and South Texas.

While federal law permits redistricting for partisan gain, the Voting Rights Act
prohibits diluting the votes of people of color. Demociats argued that the proposed
map unconstitutionalty packed voters of color into some districts while spreading
them throughout others to reduce their ability to elect thelr preferved candidates.

£33, Rep. Maic Veasey of Fort Warth, whase seat would be partially dismantled undey
the new lines, noted at a committee hearing Friday that his district was drawn by a
federal court “to ensure that communities of color, Black and brown Texans, could
finally have a voice in Congress.”

“Now, that voice is again under threat,” he said. “This is a map that was drawn
behind closed doors — as we've heard here today — to dismantle representation and
weaken our power in turp”

Disclosure: Nutlenal Conference of State Leglstatures (NCSL) Bas bece o finandal
supporicr of The Tesas Tribune, a nenprofit, nonpartisan news grgenization that &
fanded in pact by donations from sembers, foundations und corporaie sponsors.
Financial supportees play ne role in the Tribwie's journalism. Find a complete list of

them bere.

The tingup for The Texas Tribune Festival continues to grow! Be there when all-star
feaders, innovators and newsmakers take the stage in downtowst Austin, Nov, 13- 15, The
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The finvup for The Texas Tribune Festival contines e grow! Be there when ali-star
leaders, innovators and newsmakers take the stage n downtown Austin, Nov. 13-15. The
newest additions include comedian, actor and writer Johin Mulaney: Dallas mayer Eric
Johnson; U8 Sen. Amy Kiobuchar, D-Minnesota; New York Media Editor-at-Large
Kara Swisher; aad U.S. Rep. Verenica Escobar, D-Ef Paso. et your tickets today!

TribFesr 2025 s presented by PMorganChase.
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Guabby Birenbaum contributed to this repurt.

Wait! One more thing!

{ believe that guality journalisi should be avaitable to everyone, We need your
help, though. With no paywall, we fund ouwr reporting through the generosity of
ouy readers.

CGriar Fall Mernbier Drive is happening now. Whest you support our nswsraons, you
wiii ensure that evervane in Texas — no matter their ability to pay — will have
aocess to trustysd journalism

Texans need truth. Help us report it.

_ Matthew Watkins
| Fditor-in-Chief
The Texas Tribune

Kavla Guo

3 kayla guoBtexastrbune org

Eleanor Klibanoft
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